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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OP    THE 

ELECTION    DEPARTMENT 

FOR   THE   YEAR   1927. 

Boston,  January  5,  1928. 

Hon.  Malcolm  E.  Nichols, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
Sir, —  In  compliance  with  section  24,  chapter  3,  of 
the  Revised  Ordinances,  the  Board  of  Election  Com- 
missioners respectfully  submits  its  annual  report. 

Registration. 

Registration  opened  at  the  central  office  July  5  and 
was  continued  each  day  (Sundays  and  holidays  excepted) 
up  to  and  including  October  19.  Registration  in  wards 
was  held  on  October  7,  8,  10,  11,  13,  14,  15, 17,  18  and  19, 
from  6  p.  m.  to  10  p.  m.  continuously  for  the  city  election. 
This  registration  was  held  in  two  places  in  different 
sections  of  each  ward,  five  nights  at  each  place. 

Number  of  Voters. 

At  the  state  election  held  November  2,  1926,  the 
number  of  male  and  female  voters  on  the  list  was  232,316. 
The  number  of  such  voters  on  the  first  list  published  by 
the  Board  September  12,  1927,  was  208,025.  From  that 
time  to  the  close  of  registration  for  the  city  election 
there  were  added  the  names  of  13,379  voters.  The 
number  of  voters  on  the  final  list  sent  to  the  polls  on  the 
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day  of  the  city  election,  held  November  8,  1927,  was 
221,404,  a  decrease  of  10,912  from  the  number  on  the 
list  at  the  preceding  state  election. 

Supplementary    Registration    of    Soldiers 
and  Sailors. 

Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  51,  sections  50  and  51 
of  the  General  Laws,  one  man  in  the  military  service 
availed  himself  of  the  opportunity  afforded  by  this  act 
by  registering  as  a  voter  of  this  city  during  the  period 
after  the  close  of  registration  up  to  the  third  day  preced- 
ing the  city  election. 

Nomination  Papers  and  Referendum  Petitions. 

The  Board  received  1,265  nomination  papers  for  the 
city  election  on  which  48,403  names  were  certified; 
and  619  referendum  petitions  on  which  16,293  names 
were  certified.  This  makes  a  total  of  1,884  papers  on 
which  the  names  of  64,696  voters  were  certified. 

Revision  of  the  Voting  List. 

The  names  of  2,342  voters  were  stricken  from  the 
voting  list  by  reason  of  death,  removal  from  the  city 
and  other  causes.  There  were  no  complaints  of  illegal 
registration. 

Jurors. 

In  accordance  with  chapter  234  of  the  General  Laws, 
as  amended  by  chapter  311  of  the  Acts  of  1924,  the 
Election  Commissioners  prepare  a  list  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Boston  liable  to  serve  as  jurors.  The  Board  estab- 
lished for  the  first  time  a  system  of  having  each  person 
provisionally  selected  for  jury  duty  appear  at  this  office 
to  fill  out  a  questionnaire,  making  oath  to  the  state- 
ments contained  therein  before  a  member  of  the  Board. 
This  gave  the  Board  an  opportunity  to  meet  each  indi- 
vidual and  note,  if  any,  his  physical  defects  or  disa- 
bility to  render  to  the  county  the  service  that  would  be 
required  of  him  as  a  juror.  These  personal  examina- 
tions also  enabled  us  to  know  the  educational  qualifica- 
tions of  each  prospective  juror.  The  members  of  the 
Board  make  an  impartial  selection  from  all  parts  of  the 
city  of  men  of  various  occupations,  and  are  of  the  opinion 
that  the  persons  finally  selected  represent  an  average 
of  our  citizenship. 


Election  Department.  vii 

The  jury  list  prepared  by  the  Board  in  1927  contained 
the  names  of  9,906  voters  of  Boston.  During  the  time 
covered  by  this  report  3,190  were  drawn  for  jury  service. 

Membership  of  the  Board. 

The  term  of  Mrs.  Nina  M.  Gevalt  expired  March  31, 
1927,  and  she  was  reappointed  for  the  term  of  four  years 
ending  March  31,  1931,  and  was  approved  by  the  Civil 
Service  Commission.  She  immediately  assumed  the 
duties  of  her  office. 

Hon.  Frank  Seiberlich  was  designated  by  the  Mayor 
as  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Election  Commissioners, 
and  Hon.  Patrick  H.  O'Connor,  member  of  the  Listing 
Board. 

Expenses  of  the  Department. 

The  expenses  of  the  Election  Department  for  the  year 
ending  December  31,  1927,  amounted  to  $193,378.21. 

Respectfully, 

Frank  Seiberlich, 
James  F.  Egan, 
Patrick  H.  O'Connor, 
Nina  M.  Gevalt, 
Board  of  Election  Commissioners. 


ELECTION   STATISTICS. 


TABULATED  STATEMENT  OF  THE  NUMBER 
OF  LISTED  MEN  AND  WOMEN  RESIDENTS, 
REGISTERED  MEN  AND  WOMEN  VOTERS 
AND  PERSONS  WHO  VOTED  IN  EACH  VOTING 
PRECINCT,  TOGETHER  WITH  THE  NUMBER 
OF  VOTES  CAST  FOR  EACH  CANDIDATE  AT 
THE 

CITY  ELECTION November  8,  1927. 
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Total  Votes  Cast  for  School  Committee,  City  Election, 
November  8,   1927. 

Harry  J.  Dooley 24,457 

Joseph  V.  Lyons  * 47,618 

Joseph  J.  Hurley  * 47,511 

William  G.  O'Hare 36,300 

John  F.  Hardy 30,157 

Francis  C.  Grav  * 47,897 

Frederick  L.  Bogan 43,278 

All  others 4 

Totals 277,222 

Blanks 53,402 

*  Elected  (four  years) . 
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